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Introduction

This report has been compiled from recesttidies and othesources of informationWe have
endeavoured to bring it all together to provide the neighbourhood planning group for Rockbeare
Neighbourhood Area (the Parish as defined in red on the map below) with a local evidence base that
it can further develop and build upon to provide tbentext for the next stages.
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encourage others to bring forward further recent and relevant local information or authoritative

opinion. At the end of eactopic section we have listed a number of questions which we believe will

be worthwhile further lines of enquiry as part of theighbourhood planning procesé/e have also

listed the key messages that we discerned from the evidence before us.
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Natural Environment

Rockbeare Parish is primarily a rural Parish despite being only a few miles from the centre of Exeter

and bordered to the north by the new town development of Cranbrook. The central area of the

Parish is occupied by Rockbeare Mamecentlyrefurbished under a 5§ear lease as a wedding
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National Trust opn land.

Drainage through the Parish is primarily east to west, with some areas liable to flooding near to
streams flowing through Rockbeare village and Marsh Green.

Landscape Character

Referring to the Landscape Character mdgockbeare Parish containgée designations:

1Cc¢ Pebble Bed Heaths. In Rockbeare Parish, the main area requiring protection is already under
the ownership of the National Trust. Care should be taken that quarrying does not extend into this
area.

3B¢ Lower rolling farmed and sééd slopes. This forms the majority of the Parish and it is

important to prevent encroachment of builtp areas relating to the Cranbrook development
changing its character.

4D¢ Lowland Plains. This is the area most prone to flooding and as such isgyetierved as
meadowland and open space free from building.

Soils

The majority of soils are clay based with poor drainage in wet periods. The land is used for mixed
agriculture with low lying areas tending to be meadows with cattle and sheep, and bettieedr
areas used for cereals and maize.

Key

.ZD - Loamy and clayey floodplain .S - Slightly acid loamy and clayey
soils with naturally high groundwater  soils with impeded drainage

.1? - Slowly permeable seasonally .14 - Freely draining very acid
wet acid loamy and clayey soils sandy and laomy soils

1 East Devon District Coungihttp://eastdevon.gov.uk/media/343442/dandscapecharactermap.pdf



http://eastdevon.gov.uk/media/343442/1-landscape-character-map.pdf

Agricultural Classification

The available records N2 Y 5 S F Ndn Qgiicultuialdaadiqiafity are incomplete. The map
below shows thénformation that is readily available to ussliggests that the Pahisdoes include
good quality farnng land i.e. grade 2 and 3b.
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Priority Heathland

There is an area of priority heathland within the area under ownership of the National Trust and which
is open to the public with a small parking are
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Woodland

Woodland areas primarily belong to Rockbeare Manor, adjacent to managed parkland, and also
along the ridge of Rockbeare Hill. The Manor does have a permissive path around its boundary
which does allow the public an extensive recreatiorathgor walking and riding around the Manor
boundary.

The National Trust area also allows access to an area of woodland on Rockbe@resHs!l.

described by the Woodland Trust website as follofvs: S NI & Wadd is EuBently a quiet rural
woodland located just off the old A30. It is composed of 2 narrow diagonally opposed blocks, with a
narrow corridor between them. The wood is generally flat, with a slight north west aspect. Although
within a mile of the Viages of Rockbeare, Strete Ralegh and Marsh Green. The wood is tucked down
a quiet country lane, with limited parking, and this limits use of the wood. The wood has a secluded
feel, as it is bounded by mature hedges. Mature high forest woodland formexamately 1/3rd of

the wood, and a further 2/3rds were planted by the Woodland Trust in 1993/94 on semi improved
grassland, with a small pond between the two. The woodland creation area is bounded by mature
hedgerows. The wood is broadleaf, with predomirepecies being ash, oak, field maple and willow.
The mature woodland is drawup over stood ash coppice in the main. Although in parts the ground
flora is dominated by rank vegetation it also contains species such as honeysuckle, common spotted
orchid, ehanter's nightshade, wood woundwort, red campion & herb robert, and is potentially a
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